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What’s New at the VVCA?
Updates from the 2nd annual Veterinary Virtual Care Summit

By Ali McIntyre

The 2nd Annual Veterinary Virtual 
Care Summit was a success 
and received accolades from 
veterinary teams, students, industry 
professionals and academics. We 
had 296 participants throughout 
the day, the majority of whom were 
veterinarians and students. It was a 
great day of learning fresh ideas, new 
data points and inspiring messages.

Just as important as the success 
of the summit is the question of 
what the Veterinary Virtual Care 
Association learned from attendees.

Using a ranking survey, we asked 
attendees what’s standing in 
their way to using virtual care 
tools. Here’s what we heard, 
overwhelmingly, in this order:

 > Not enough time.
 > Afraid of revenue loss.
 > Don’t think clients like/want it.
 > Lack of team buy-in.
 > Fear of state/regulations.

Now the VVCA has a clear list 
of topics to focus on in the short 
term, and we are committed to 
helping the profession conquer 

COLUMN

 > Veterans with PTSD could get service dogs 
from VA under new law

 n Food Animal Market
 > Senators request federal review of JBS 

transactions in the United States

 > If African swine fever is detected in Puerto 
Rico, it could present a threat to U.S. pork 
exports: USDA

 > New USDA program will pay small dairy 
farmers for pandemic market volatility

 > USDA announces program updates and 
October 12 deadline for CFAP applications

 > China’s purchases of U.S. agricultural goods 
are on track to reach a record high in 2021

 > Iowa judge rejects Proposition 12 challenge 
from hog producers

 > University of California is surveying chicken 
owners to address biosecurity needs

 > A new contraceptive for male pigs could help 
reduce the feral hog population

 > USDA plans African swine fever ‘Action Week’

 > Conservation Reserve Program could increase 
acreage this year for the first time since 2007

 > USDA plans to build new surveillance system 
for emerging zoonotic diseases

 > Scientists use GPS to understand livestock 
disease risks in East Africa
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https://www.gla.ac.uk/news/headline_806200_en.html
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5 THE FOUNTAIN REPORT    •    8-27-2021

these roadblocks. Unfortunately, 
we can’t build more time into your 
day—we’re stuck at 24 hours—but 
we can show you how virtual care 
and telemedicine can increase your 
efficiency and productivity. We 
can gather experts to present the 
ways telemedicine can increase 
practice revenue. We can and will 
tackle these obstacles and other 
implementation barriers in the next 
quarter and next year.

We are excited about our 
Education Task Force, which 
is looking at ways to bring 
telehealth and telemedicine 
learning to future generations 
of professionals. This group of 
academically minded individuals 
is using creative problem solving 
to bring additional learning to 
existing curriculum, to deliver to 
students the basic foundations of 
telemedicine and an understanding 
of this new way of delivering care.

In case you didn’t know
VVCA members get access to 
a mighty community where we 
are hosting live “Lunch & Learns” 
during which veterinary virtual care 
experts present telemedicine cases, 
walk you through communications 
with the client, show a behind-the-
scenes look at images, videos and 
outcomes, and, best of all, answer 
your questions along the way.

The community also offers 
tracking of legislation throughout 
the United States related to 
veterinary telemedicine, a space 
for you to add and comment on 
new technologies in the field, 
tough conversations, a welcoming 
environment, and so much potential 
for growth. Join us as we cultivate a 

community of passionate individuals 
ready to usher in change.

Thank you to our sponsors!
We could never get so much 
accomplished without the financial 
support and brainpower of our 
amazing sponsors. All current 
VVCA sponsors are part of our 
Advisory Council, a think tank of 
experts who are focused on animal 
health and have put their faith in 
the VVCA and the VVCA Board to 
bring forward sustainable and real-
world changes that advance the 
veterinary profession.

Ali McIntyre is the 
executive director of 
the Veterinary Virtual 
Care Association and 
has overall strategic and 
operational responsibility 

for its staff, programs, expansion and 
execution of its mission. Ali started her 
career in animal health building the 
Animal Policy Group with Mark Cushing 
back in 2007. Originally from the 
Philadelphia area, Ali graduated summa 
cum laude from Temple University with 
a degree in communications/public 
relations. She also holds a certificate in 
litigation/paralegal studies from The 
Philadelphia Institute.

Survey results from the 2nd Annual  
Veterinary Virtual Care Summit
Are you currently using telehealth or telemedicine in your practice?

  Yes, love it!  Total: 20 (65%)

  No, but I want to.  Total: 8 (26%)

  It’s just not for me.  Total: 0 (0%)

  I plan to in the next 6-9 months.  Total: 3 (10%)

https://vvca.org/register/
https://vvca.org/sponsors/
https://vvca.org/
https://vvca.org/
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